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Several Papers on The Philosophy of the Com- 
position of Verbs with Prepositions in Greek 
—as Illustrated by the Greek of Thucydides 

Second Paper 

I. A Consideration of the Individual Prepositions 

The test of a proper preposition is its ability to 
combine with verbs. It is only necessary to strike 
hfujii out of the list of proper prepositions to get the 
range of combinable prepositions in Thucydides. 
They all occur in their simple form (ava and apft 
twice each). The compounds of <W'> like the prepo- 
sition, are mostly confined to poetry. 

avi. The case of ava is different. While the sim- 
ple preposition is confined mostly to phrases and 
poetry, it survives in composition, having a range 
of 77 verbs in Thucydides. Its favorite verb is x"!''^ 
with which it occurs 144 times. It is the favorite 
preposition of 5 verbs, not counting its exclusives. 
It combines exclusively with 17 verbs, of which 9 
are anaf eipq/tcva. In one of these, avoiyw/u, the place 
of the simple has been usurped by the compound in 
prose. The simple oiyw/u belongs to poetry. In 
ava/LioKu and avdk6u, we have probable usurpations of 
old simples which had passed out of the language in 
pre-historic times. 'Ava does not occur as first ele- 
ment in diprothetics or triprothetics. The range of 
the simple avd, like a/upi, is largely poetic. 

avri The simple preposition avrl occurs 52 times 
in Thucydides. It is found in composition with 80 
verbs, of which 48 are monoprothetic, 27 diprothetic 
and s triprothetic. No other preposition occurs more 
than once in triprothetics. Its favorite verb is $x u 
with which it combines 41 times. Other favorites 
are lart/fu and ehew. It combines exclusively with 10 
verbs, of which 7 are anaf elp/i/ttva. 

and. The simple awb occurs 634 times. It has a 
combinable range of 114 verbs, of which 112 are 
monoprothetic, and 2 diprothetic. The favorite verb 
is Imiiofuu, in composition with which it occurs 192 
times. It is the favorite preposition of 22 verbs, not 
counting its exclusives. It is the exclusive prepo- 
sition of 23 verbs, of which 15 are anal; tlpy/iiva. In 



airavrau, we have a usurpation of the simple avrdu, 
which is limited to poetry. The compounds aironTeiva, 
its passive airoOwjoKu, and atyumkopai are equivalents of 
their respective simples, except in the perfect and 
pluperfect of Bvjoku, which are rarely compounded in 
Attic Greek, never in Thucydides. In anbK/.vpi, we 
have a complete usurpation, the form bX?.vpi being re- 
stricted to poetry. Homer has ano. . . b?.?.vpi in so- 
called tmesis, where the prepositional element was 
strongly felt. To say, however, with Liddell and 
Scott, that air6?.Zv/u is a stronger form of b'/./.vpi. pre- 
supposes a weaker &Mlv/u for Attic prose, which does 
not exist ; air6%Xv/u is stronger than anokrclvu, just as 
5?J.vfu is stronger than ktcIvu. 'AirexOavopai is a usur- 
pation of the poetic f*0«. 

oW. In the simple form <5(d occurs 534 times. It 
has a range of 10 1 verbs, 08 of which are monopro- 
thetic and 3 diprothetic. iSetpu is its favorite verb, 
with which it combines 151 times. It is the favorite 
of 14 verbs, though the favoritism is not so sharply 
defined as in the prepositions treated above. It has 
an exclusive range of 18 verbs, of which 10 are 
anaf Apnpiva. In (SiatjSeipu, we have an effort to usurp 
1>delpo, the proportion standing 3.75:1. The place of 
voto, largely confined to poetry, is taken in prose by 
its compounds; faa being its favorite preposition by 
more than 4 to 1. 

if. The preposition if occurs in simple form 897 
times. It has a range of 89 verbs of which 85 are 
monoprothetic, 4 diprothetic. "'Epxoprc (iWeiv) is its 
favorite verb, with which it combines 47 times. 
Ili/tvo is also a marked favorite. 'Ef is favorite 
preposition of 8 verbs, not counting its exclusives. 
The favoritism of if for verbs or of verbs for if is 
not strongly marked. Its exclusive range consists of 
17 verbs of which 9 are omaf eip?i/ib>a. The simple 
apHjw is superseded by the compounds in icara and if, if 
alone occurring in Thucydides. 

b>. The preposition iv occurs 1794 times, in which 
respect it stands first in the list. This fact is rather 
remarkable considering that it governs but one case. 
It has a combinable range of 67 verbs, 55 being 
monoprothetic and 12 diprothetic. Its favorite verb 
is SlSu/u with which it combines 38 times. It is 
the favorite preposition of 3 verbs, the preference 
being marked with ffywrpw" which is superseded in 
prose by t/nrt/nrp^/u. Its exclusive range consists of 
13 verbs of which II are anaf tipripiva. In ivavrtbopat 
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and ciari/urptt/u we have usurpations, the simple of the 
former being restricted to Ionic Greek, of the latter 
to poetry. 

M. The simple im occurs 12 16 times. It has a 
range of 156 verbs in which respect it heads the list 
of prepositions. 117 are monoprothetic, 39 dipro- 
thetic. Its favorite verb is £*/«; ytyvo/iat and i/Miv 
are also favorites, all 3 having «« for their favor- 
ite preposition. It is the favorite prepositional ele- 
ment of 23 verbs. Here as in all cases exclusives 
are not counted. It has an exclusive range of 20 
verbs, of which 5 are anai- eipi)(rfi>a. There is no case 
of complete usurpation with £f< in Thucydides. 
Though the simple of im/teteo/xai or em/iito/iai does 
not occur, yet its meaning is sharply differentiated 
from that of the simple. The spheres are different, 
if. 'Bf occurs 1692 times in Thucydides, ranking 
next to ev, and like iv, governing but one case. Its 
range of verbs is limited to 23, all of which are mono- 
prothetic. Its combinable range is less than that of 
any other preposition in proportion to the number of 
its occurrences as a simple preposition. Its favorite 
verb is P&Xau, with which it is found 65 times, and of 
which it is also a favorite preposition, ranking next 
to fp<*f. It is the favorite preposition of only 1 
verb, anovrifa, and has no exclusives and no usurpa- 
tions. 

Kara. The preposition k<j"« occurs in simple form 
861 times. It has a range of 105 verbs, 104 mono- 
prothetic and 1 diprothetic. 'Iotij/ii is its favorite 
verb with which it occurs 260 times,. and of which it 
is also the favorite preposition. It is the favorite 
preposition of 16 verbs and has an exclusive range of 
25 verbs, of which 12 are a*a% dpy/ieva. In KaTu-ym/ai 
we have a usurpation in the active voice. KaOify/jcu, 
Kadi)/mt and xadi^u are usurpations. The simples are 
poetic, cio/mi and «?<•» are late Greek. 

IutL iiera occurs 619 times. It is restricted in 
the range of its verbs to 24, of which 22 are mono- 
prothetic and 2 diprothetic. Its favorite verb is 
larr/fu. Leaving out its only exclusive, fierapeMi, it 
cannot be said to be the favorite preposition of any 
verb. Mero is not a general favorite in composition, 
ftrv. Sim occurs 35 times. It is not, strictly speak- 
ing, an Attic preposition, surviving chiefly in legal 
and religious phrases. It has a range of 153 verbs, 
of which 102 are monoprothetic, 50 diprothetic and 
1 triprothetic. In respect of range of combinable 
verbs, it stands second in the list of prepositions, 
being next to W Its favorite verb is jiaivu, with 
which it combines 130 times and of which it is the 
favorite preposition. It is the favorite preposition of 
10 verbs. It has an exclusive range of 19 verbs, of 
which 13 are awal; eipT/ptva. There are no usurpa- 
tions with ?vv. 

irapa. The preposition xapa occurs in simple form 
282 times. It combines with 54 verbs of which 48 
are monoprothetic and 6 diprothetic. EI/« is its 
favorite verb, with which it occurs 173 times and of 
which it is the favorite preposition. It is the favor- 
ite preposition of 7 verbs and has a range of 8 ex- 
clusives, 4 being awa% elpy/pcva. Uapa has no usurpa- 
tions. While aiviu is found in Attic prose only in 
composition (except twice in Plato), and in Thu- 
cydides only with napa and eiri (icara, once), yet the 
spheres of each are sharply defined. 

wepi. Ilspi occurs 478 times. It has a range of 43 
verbs, all of which are monoprothetic. Its favorite 
verb is yiyvofuu, with which it combines 48 times. It 
is the favorite preposition of 3 verbs and is the ex- 



clusive of 2, both of which are ««•»{" elprj/ibm. Tupl 
has no usurpations. 

irpd. Hpd occurs 80 times. It has a combinable 
range of 105 verbs, 69 being monoprothetic, 35 dipro- 
thetic and 1 triprothetic. Xupiu is its favorite verb 
with which it combines 37 times. It is the favorite 
preposition of 7 verbs and is the exclusive preposition 
of 6, 1 of which is anai- clpt//iivov. Ilp'o has no usur- 
pations. 

«•/><*{■. The preposition xpbc occurs in simple form 
861 times. It has a combinable range of 74 verbs of 
which 56 are monoprothetic, 17 diprothetic and 1 tri- 
prothetic. Its favorite verb is fiaXku, with which it 
occurs 67 times and of which it is also the_ favorite 
preposition, being a little in advance of £f. It is 
claimed by 11 verbs as a favorite and by 2 as an 
exclusive. No «faf eip>i/tiva and no usurpations oc- 
cur with nywSf, 

Mp. "tirep occurs 64 times and has a range of 11 
verbs, all of which are monoprothetic. Its favorite 
verb is /?<i<mj, with which it occurs 9 times. It is not 
a favorite of any verb and has but 1 exclusive which 
is an-af upijfiivav. No usurpations. 

bn6. The simple vitb occurs 422 times. Its range 
of combinable verbs consists of 58, of which 45 are 
monoprothetic, 12 diprothetic and I triprothetic. Its 
favorite verb is apx<->, with which it combines 94 
times and of which it is the favorite preposition. 
3 verbs claim it as their favorite preposition and 5 as 
an exclusive, of which I is twraf eipq/tevov. In viroTrreva 
and vitoroTtiu we have usurpations of birrevu found 
onty in Aristophanes, and roniu used once by Eusta- 
thiifs, the Homeric commentator. DHH 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The Fifth Meeting of The Latin Club 

Send Your Postal Card at Once 

The fifth regular meeting of The New York 
Latin Club is called for Saturday, March 29, at 12 m, 
in the Hotel Albert, corner of University Place and 
Eleventh Street, New York. This date is selected at 
the suggestion of Professor Harry Thurston Peck, 
the head of the Latin Department of Columbia 
University, who will address the Club on the gen- 
eral subject of Secondary Latin. All persons who 
are interested, whether teachers of Latin or not, are 
cordially invited to be present. The plan is to serve 
luncheon (50 cents a plate for members, 75 cents 
for guests) at 12 m promptly, so that there shall be 
no delay. The address will follow the luncheon, and 
adjournment will occur about 2 p m, thus leaving the 
afternoon still unbroken for those who attend. Please 
send a postal card at once to the Secretary, Mr A L 
Hodges, 36 East Twelfth Street, New York, if you 
intend to be present, so that we may inform Mr 
Frenkel, the proprietor of the hotel, how many to 
expect. Please attend to this at once. Ladies are 
especially invited. 

The above is the only sort of invitation that is 
issued. 

Out-of-town teachers may find it convenient to be 
in the city on the day announced. 

Information as to the conditions of membership in 
The Latin Club can be had at this meeting, or by re- 
ferring to Nos. 3 and 10 of The Latin Leaflet, or 
by addressing the Secretary. 

H F Towle, President 
A L Hodges, Secretary 



